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Movement of the last century. Both began
among fellows of colleges at the Universities
who made converts among the influential
laity. In both movements parishes in which
the doctrine might be taught were obtained
by the presentation of lay patrons, and. both
causes, in face of opposition in the parishes,
and especially from the bishops, ended by
winning a public for themselves.

The first great Puritan movement rose
swiftly, and was swiftly suppressed. In
1584 a petition to Parliament was presented,
praying for relief from conformity. In the
same year the Presbyterian scheme was
put into action, the Puritan clergy assembling
in local classes, and regarding them, and not
their bishops, as the true authority over
them. Two years later there was actually,
though secretly, a national assembly held at
Cambridge, and in 1587 in London. Mean-
while the Queen and parliament were bom-
barded with petitions, and a secret press
fldSied the country with pamphlets by " Mar-
tin Marprelate," in which the existing system
of the Church was denounced with an Eliza-
bethan breadth of humour which lessens
the impression of sincerity. Bishops were
described as a " swinish rabble," and Whitgift
as " the Canterbury Caiaphas." Strict